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To the Portfolio Readers:
       This portfolio contains my first report for this course along with my position/proposal paper. Both papers share the same topic, programs for disabled children. This topic is very important to me and my family. The report brings to light several programs offered in Utah.  The position/proposal paper argues the need for Early Childhood Group Therapy. 


The topic of children with disabilities was the topic I proposed to the group for our CWP.  I was truly grateful when we all voted for it.  My group is aware that my son is branded as disabled and having this as our subject has given me the opportunity to better understand his life and the struggles he goes through.

I have particularly enjoyed Liliya’s topics.  She wrote her first paper on Mothers of disabled children and her position/proposal paper had some core similarities.  Her research has opened my mind to what my wife has been experiencing. 
     In the report that I’ve included you’ll read about the first time a doctor suggested my son had Autism.  I touch on how painful the news was to me and my wife. I wanted the reader to see how hard this news is to the parents of special needs children. Because I have had personal experience, I chose to write my report in the empirical genre.  I really liked having my papers reviewed by the group.  Sometimes my writing turns out more like a journal so I appreciated the constructive criticism on how to make my report more “reader friendly”.  Both reviews suggested I talk more about how my wife reacted.  I wanted to stay on topic, and I really didn’t want to go into to much depth due the sensitivity of the topic, but when I did return to the final draft, I did add more about our reaction. 

My position/proposal paper regarding Group therapy was inspired by my son’s last week in the program.  The therapists had talked a few times about losing the program because of a Doctor from Tennessee. My peer reviews indicated that I was repeating my self over and over in the paper.  When I reread my paper I found several of the points I was trying to make were really just coming across as redundant.  After making these changes, I feel like my paper has a stronger argument and conclusion.
